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SOLAR HILL NEWS





How Solar Hill Got Its Name
The following is reprinted from Blue John Remembers, a collection of articles authored by Clarence Baker Kearfott published by the Bristol Historical Association.


“I remember hearing the story of how one of the prominent streets on the Virginia side got its name. I had often wondered why Solar Street was given such a peculiar name. One lady who resides on Solar Street was asked if she knew and my ears were immediately smacked down with the tart answer, “I know I am old, but I’m not that old!” Other inquiries brought no better results, so I’ll have to tell you the story from scraps of information gleaned here and there.

It seems that somewhere between 1860 and 1871, a tract of land (including what is now known as Solar Street) was subdivided into lots; but sales proved to be slow. Sometime during the period immediately prior to 1871, the exact date I have been unable to fix, there occurred an eclipse of the sun and the eclipse was nearly total in Bristol.

A party of astronomers was sent to Bristol to make an observation. They chose the highest available point in town and in order to properly orient their telescope, they


established a meridian – that is a true north and south line – along the top of Solar Hill, and placed markers or monuments at each end as reference points for the instruments.

All this activity undoubtedly drew many interested spectators as well as others who were just plain curious. 

It was decided to hold an auction for the sale of the lots and the Reverend David Sullins acted as the auctioneer. He received his choice of two lots for his services. Many of the visitors recognized the commanding view from these lots and sales picked up.

It is said that when the big day arrived and the moon began to creep across the face of the sun, the Reverend Sullins threw his hat into the air and shouted, “Hallelujah!” at the top of 


his voice. Incidentally, this Reverend David 

Sullins was the founder of Sullins College.

Thus, from this observation of a solar eclipse, the name Solar Hill was applied to the hill and Solar Street to the street running along the top of the hill.

A map in the Clerk’s office, dated 1860, shows no subdivision or streets on Solar Hill, but a


later map, dated 1871, does show Solar Street, by that name, so it must have been sometime between those two dates that the eclipse took place.”

Editor’s note: The eclipse in question was the total solar eclipse of August 7, 1869. A phenomenon known as ‘The Baily's Beads’ was first photographed during this eclipse. The effect is caused by the photosphere shining through lunar valleys, creating a rope of ‘beads’ around the moon.
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Solar Eclipse Showing ‘The Baily's Beads’
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NEWS


�Send a Letter Supporting the Solar Hill Revitalization Project





Support our efforts by writing Bristol Mayor Jerry Wolfe. A sample support letter is located on our website at: � HYPERLINK "http://solarhill.tripod.com/supportletter.htm" ��http://solarhill.tripod.com/supportletter.htm�. Copy it and email it to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:JAWolfeLaw@aol.com" ��JAWolfeLaw@aol.com� or print and send by US mail.





Three Ways to Join the Solar Hill Historic District Association, Free





To join online, visit our website at � HYPERLINK "http://solarhill.tripod.com" ��http://solarhill.tripod.com�. You can also email your name, address, email and telephone number to � HYPERLINK "mailto:203solar@charter.net" ��203solar@charter.net�, or complete the form on the back page and mail or drop off the form.














JOIN THE ASSOCIATION





Anyone can join the association free of charge and receive future copies of this newsletter. Your membership will help us compete for grant money. To join online, visit our website at � HYPERLINK "http://solarhill.tripod.com" ��http://solarhill.tripod.com�. You can also email your name, address, email and telephone number to � HYPERLINK "mailto:203solar@charter.net" ��203solar@charter.net�, or complete the form below and mail or deliver to: Solar Hill Historic District Association, 203 Solar Street, Bristol, VA  24201.





Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Telephone: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________





E-Mail: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________      





Clarence Baker Kearfott








The Solar Hill Revitalization Project


(You Can Help Make Our Dream A Reality)





Solar Hill was designated an Historic District by the Virginia Department of Historic Resources in 2001 and was listed on the National Register of Historic Places. We already have state and federal recognition. We now seek the recognition of our own community, where we’ve been overlooked.





We’d like to apply for a grant to improve the area, but to date the city has not agreed to sponsor us, which is required. 





Improving Solar Hill benefits the entire community by polishing this ‘jewel in the crown’ of historic Bristol. Solar Hill was the first residential neighborhood of significant architectural import in the city. Improvements to the area will enhance Bristol’s tourism and provide an additional attraction for both residents and tourists alike. The improvements we seek include (but are not limited to):





Replacing broken sidewalks


Installing a monument with plaque commemorating this as an historic district


Installing historic markers highlighting the history of individual streets with attached holders for walking tour maps


Installing park benches and trashcans


Installing street-side landscaping


Phasing in new decorative post street lights and burying existing cables





You can support our efforts by writing a letter to Mayor Wolfe supporting the project (see front page), and by joining our association free of charge (see below). Your membership will help us compete for grant money. Thank you for your support!











Solar Hill Historic District Association (an unincorporated not-for-profit association)
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